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Received your Letter, wherein you do fo earneſtly deſire 

my Senſe of a prevailing Opinion lately advanced, and moſt 
 Induftriouſly ſpread, That the Presbyterian Diſſenters of 

IRELAND have ever been, in all Revolutions, moſt Loyal 
Subjects to the Crown; and that when their Brethren in England 
and Scotland RebeWd againſt the QUEEN's Royal Anceſtors, the 
Diſſenters of IRELAND were intirely free from the Counſels of 
thoſe Days. | : | f 
I have conſulted the Addreſſes, to which you refer me, particu- 
larly that from the Diſſenting Miniſters of the North of Ireland to 
the Queen, Dated February, 1708. I have alſo read the Pam- 
phlet call'd the Parallel, lately Publiſhed and Dedicated to the 
Queen; aſſerting in full. what y. 


= 


the Expence of their Blood and Fortune in-affiſting Her Royal Prede- 


ceſſors upon all Occaſions. I have obſerved the bold Challenge give: 


; . bl 1 2 FR | = Jo RR & 4 7 * RE 
by that Author, daring any Perſon whatſoever to enter theLiſts, and > © 


jon iſſue with him in Searching ont for the Rebellions, the Aſociat i. 


vernment, as any of their Brethren in either of thoſe Kingdoms, 184 „ 
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ons, the Factions, and Diſturbances, wh ich the Diſſenters of Ireland * 


manding the Queen's Concurrence and Interpoſition in the R 
peal of the TEST, as a Debt due from Her Majeſty to them, for 
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4}, 
of the Challenge, in the Rebellions, Aſſociations, Factions, and Di- 

- ſturbances againſt the Prince. A Conceſſion, in which (however 
it be notoriouſly True beyond all Contradiction) he ſhews more 
Candour than I expected from an Author fo very diſingenious in 
other Points, 0 Cs LE. 

Now that I may proceed in this Argument with all the Perſpi- 
cuity I can, I do reſolve to ſtick cloſe to Matter of Fact, and ſuch 
Records of the Fresbyterians, as I do preſume they will allow to 
be Authentick, and will not enter into any Speculations, or give a 
Handleeither to be teaſed, or abufed out of what I know to be 
Fruth, by any Remarkers upon this Paper, but endeavour to de- 
fend my ſelf ſo with their own Records, that they muſt make way 
through them before they can touch me. | 

To jeyn iſſue then, (in the Phraſe of the Challenger) the State 

of Of Caſe betwixt us ſtands thus, RY M 
; e Presbyterian Diſſenters. of Irelaud and their ttors, do, in 

—— their Printed (4) 2 & Papers, moſt ſtrenuouſly aſſert, That 


rerianMiniſters their Untainted Loyalty in all Turns of Government, &c. are the 
to the Qu | 


Feb - > Natural Conſequences of their known Principles: That accord ng 


ly from rhoſt Principles. they have (b) upon all Occaſions affiſ- 
2 oy ted the Queen's Royal Predeceſſors at the Expence of their Blood " 
the Queen, Fortunes: That however the Presbyterians of England and Hot- 
land might have enter'd into Plots, Aſſociations, and Factions a- 
(e) Paral. p.g. gainſt the King, in, or about the 3 48, and 60. yet (c) the 
| Presbyterians of Ireland were not at all concerned in the Councils of 
(4) Ibid; thoſe Times. For the Truth of which Afertions, he does (d) appeal 
to the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, and the particular Authors and their 
Writings, which are in every Library. f | 
I do confeſs, when I firſt ſaw this bold Pretence to Vntainted 
Loyalty, ſo poſitively aſſerted by the Body of the Diſſenting 
Miniſters, and Others, and that, from fo many Inſtances of Fact, 
pretended to be given from the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, I was ſur- 
priz'd, to think I had ſo long labour'd under a Prejudice, that the 
Diſſenters as well of Ireland, as of Exgland, and Scotland, had in 
all former Revolutions (and that from their known Principles) been 
tainted in their Loyalty, and had enter d into Plots, Aſſociations, 
and Factions againſt the Government, and I was reſolved to make 


a ftri Search into the Records of thoſe Times, and trace out this 3 


Untainted Loyalty of the Presbyterians of Ireland, which had fo _ 
„ REIT. *-, Fw” long 
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long lain hid, that I do not remember it was ever diſcovered, ot 
thought of, at leaſt not mentioned till of late, And in truth after 
a long and ſtrict Search into thoſe Follies aud Misfortunes of Former 
Times, 1 did find, that there ever was a perfect Harmony both in 
Principles & Practice amongſt all the Diſſenters of England, Scotland, 
and Jreland, and that they were equally deep in the Plots, Aſſoci- 
ations, and Fact ions againſt the King, notonly in the Period mentio- 
ned between 41. and 60. but generally in every Turn of Govern- 
ment ſince the Reformation; and that is what I do now under- 
take to ſhew. 8 

Firſt then, as to the known Prihciples of the Diſſenters, which 

have naturally produced ſuch Untainted Loyalty. I do not propoſe at 
_ preſent to make ſo exatt an Enquiry into all their Political Princi- 
_ ples, as perhaps I ſhall in ſome time; but ſuch only as relates to 
thoſe Principles, which are productive of their pretended Loyalty. 


And thus far I will venture to aſſert, am: if the Diffenters of Jre- 
8 


land will allow themſelves to be the ſame in Principles of Diſci- 
pline and Government with their Elder Siſter the KIRK of Scot- 
land, (and I do think it never was, or ever will be denyed) they 
are ſo far from being the-Queen's moſt Zeyal Snbjetts from their 
known Principles, that trom their Principles of Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment, all Crown'd Heads are rather Vaſſals and Subjects to 
them, when ever it ſhall happen, that the (a) Kirk is able to exert (4) d. Bangar 
Her Inherent Power, even to Ex communication, and Excluſion Gi Book 
of the Civil Magiſtrate. Nor is the (H) PRIX cx alone thus ſubject, of Diſcipline, 
ö but all the Laws of the Nation, which they ſhall judge any way Cab. 2. 
relating to the (c) Kirk, (and what Law can they not, and in a (%%. 2 Book 
| manner have they not reduced to that Head) are ſo whollyin the = Diſcipline, 
| Power of the Kirk, that they ſhall Null and make them Void This amm: 
without any Conſent of the Legiſlature ; and that by a Power in- bly hath Pow- 
herent in the Kirk, Superiour to, and independent of all Au- er to abrogate 
thority of the Civil Magiſtrate, even by a Commiſſion from 9 4 
CHRIST, of whoſe Extent they are the ſole and proper Judges. dinances con- 
Now that this is the known Principle of the Presbyterian Kirk by cerning Eccle- 
their Books of Diſcipline, and repeated Acts of their Aſſemblies, wil! Kcal Mat- 


be maniſeſt to all, who will take the pains to peruſe them. 2 

| A 2 ET. Nay ſme or un- 

| , ER e | SIE profitable, and 
agree not With the Time, without any Reclamation or Appellation to any judge Civil, 


or Ecclefiaſtical, e 
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Nay farther, by their known Principles their inherent Power 


extends even to the making War or Peace, and the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate is bound to conſult them, and have their Conſent, or elſe both 


He and his Army may be Excommunicated : For the Truth of 
which, I refer you firſt to the Anſwer of the General Aſſembly 
to the Paper preſented from the Honourable the Committee of 
Eſtates, Auguſt 1ſt. 1648. | . 

In which Paper they fay, © As to their Lordſhips other deſire 
of our Demonſtrating from the Word of God, that the Kirk 
*# bath Intereſt in the Undertakings of War, and what that Inte- 
** reſt is. We had thought fhis Point to be without Controverſy 
in this Kingdom; not only in reſpect of Kirk and State their 
** Joyning and incorporating each in their proper Sphere, in the for- 


mer Expeditions of this Kingdom into England; but alſo the 


very Conferences, which have been between Committees of 
* Kirk and State concerning this Undertaking and Engagement, 
do plainly ſuppoſe an Intereſt in the Kirk in ſuch Affairs, and 
though they do not pretend to any Politick Intereſt in fuch Un- 
** dertakings, yet they have conſcientious Intereſt, and there can 
be no doubt of that made by ſuch, as with David, make the Te- 
* ftimonies of the Lord their Counſelors, Pſ.119, 24. And conſult 
* with God, as he uſed to do in undertaking War. It is alſo to 
be remembred, that Joſhua and all the Congregation of Iſrael = 
were commanded to go out and in at the word of El:azar the 
„ Prieſt, who was to take Counſel of the Lord for them, Numb. 
* 27,28, &c. And they do conclude the whole Claim to their 
© Power in War and Peace thus. We ſhall here only mention one 
« paſſage containing a good and ſafe Rule in ſuch Caſes, the Du- 
* ties of the Second Table, as well as the Firſt, as namely the 
* Duties between King and Subjects, Parents and Children, &c. 
*« be contained in the word of God, c. And ſo are, ſo far as 
«« concerneth the point of Conſcience, ſubject of Miniſterial Doc- 
« trine, and in Difficult Caſes ſubject of Cognizance and Judg- 
ment to the Aﬀemblies o: the Kirk, vid. Acts Gen, Aſſembly, 


ThisDeclaration of the Aſſembly was made to the Eſtates, who, 


had, by an Act of Parliament, raiſed an Army to go into England, * 


to reſcue the King out of the Hands of the Sectaries; which Ex- 


- pedition the Aſſembly of the Kirk oppos'd, declaim'd againſt, and 
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| tr Þ. mm „ 
afterwards did Excommunicate the Duke of Hamilton, and tile 
whole Army, for engaging in that Expedition againſt the Conſern 
| of the Aſſembly. From this Military Principle of theirs, they did 
| actually write to the King and tell him, that Engagement had been 
carried on without clearing either of the Lamfulneſs or Neceſſity there- 
of; therefore we having now examined, the ſame by the Rule of Gods 
word, and having found it unlawful, as we have warned the whole © * 
= Kingdom of the danger thereof, ſo we hold it our Duty alſo to warnyour 
E Majeſty, &c, that you would be far from owning, or having am hand 
| in this ſo Unlawful an Engagement, Acts Gen, Aſſembly, pag. 438. 
Humble Supplication to the King. And we find that in July, 1548. 
Seff, 18. the General Aſſembly made an AQ, Entituled, Au Act 
and Declaration againſt the Act of Parliament and Committee of the 
Eſtates, Ordain'd to be Subſcrib'd the 10th and 12th of June, and 
againſt all new Oaths and Bonds in the Common Cauſe impoſed wit hout 
Conſent of the Church, Acts Gen. Aſſembly, pag. 376. This ſhall. 
fuffice at preſent for the known Principles of the Kirk, which are 
productive of known Loyalty, I will now proceed to ſhew how far 
their Actions have been conformable to their Principles in all Turns 
of Government, and will, as much as poſſible, confine my ſelf to 
the very Words and Sentiments of moſt of the Queen's Royal Pre- 
deceſſors in relation to them, whereby you may judge what Senſe 
they had of their Vntainted Loyalty to Them in Their ReſpeCtive 
Reigns. To begin then with Queen Elizabeth. We find in Her 5 
Speech to the Parliament Anno Regni Decimo Septimo, She ſays, (a) N way os | 
« That the Puritans are dangerous to Kingly Rule, every Man accor- Regni 17... 
ding to his own cenſure making Doom of the Validity or Pravity of 
« his Prince's Government, with a common vail and cover of Gods © 
« Wird: But again we find Her Senſe of them more fully expreſs'd (3) rxjing's: 
by Serjeant Puckering, Speaker of the Houſe, in theſe words, () Chronicle, ps. 
8 „ You are commanded by Her Majeſty, ays he, (c That no ear be 1396; 


% ß ß om. ES. Een OBI 


* given to the weariſome Solicitations of thoſe, that commonly 9000 Fee 1 
3 call themſelves Puritans, wherewith all the late Parliaments have this Jun&ure; 
„ * been exceedingly Importun'd ; which ſort of People, whilſt they | 1)Theſe _ 


* labour to advance a (d) New Elderſhip, they do nothing elſe, 2 
but ſe) diſturb the S000 People of the Church and "hay, 8 
Wealth. And as the preſent Caſe ſtands, it may be queſtion'd, (e) What did 
vbhether the Jeſuits do offer more danger, Ac. or be more ſpee- 2322 

« dily to be ſuppreſt. For albeit the Jeſuits do empoyſon the | | 
WY e Herts: -. 
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wy Church, 


* 


Aume words as 


gerous and popular, which thoſe who are not blind may perceiye. 
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(%) Look at Hearts of Het Majeſties Subjects, c. yet they do the fame but 


the ancient O- 


riginal, andob- Cloſely and only in privy Corners; but theſe Men do Publiſh 
ſerve the Mo- © in their Printed Books, and teach in all their Conventicles.Q- 


dern Copy IN cc , - * * > | # | : | 1 
. pinions, not only dangerous to the Well. Settled Eſtate of this 


Y Tho. Long Realm, hut alſo much Derogatory to Her Sacred Majeſty, as 
Riſtory of the well by denying Her Highneſs's Prerogative and Supremacy, as 


Flots againſt « by offering Peril to Her Majeſties Safety in both Kingdoms : 


66 Was there the Popiſh Jefuits, yet by the Separation of themſelves from the 
ever à Parallel. Unity of their Fellow-Subjects, bee. (a 9 they do but joyn and 
more act concur with the Jeſuits in opening the door and preparing the 
drawn, than | | ke : 

the Behaviour way for the Spaniſh Invaſion that is threatned againſt this Realm. 


of the Presby- Agreeable to which (b) Thomas Long mentions, that in the Year, 


che pa, Hu. 1588; che King of Spain being thereunto encouraged by the great 


vaſion in 1588 Diviſions in England, ſent His Armado upon the Coaſts, (c) at 


and the French which Time the Proteſtant Diſſenters inſtead of Arming in Defence 
Invaſion with of the Queen and Themſelves, did with greater Importunity and 


the Prez Wi iti 
17 606. Confidence affault the Queen with Petitions and Libels, taking 


(4)SirFrancis Advantage of the Times, as if they were more ready to aſũſt the 


Walſingbams $1 ;yiards, rather than Her Majeſty, in caſe their Unreaſonable 


— 1 to = 
:ritoy Cabala : 
pag. 38, 39 Dr. nals, Anno 1588. 73 | ; | 

Burner Hiſt. But to give you a greater Light into the Opinions and Procee- 


— pen. dings of that Glorious Princeſs in relation to them, hear what 
(eh Audname Her (d) Secretary ſays to Monſieur Critoy, Secretary to the French 
— King, E 

now Preshyte- Por the other which have been Offenſive to this State, though 


Requeſts were not granted, of which ſee more in Cambden 's An- 


rians. 


(f) Mr. Boyle « jn other degree, which name themſclves (e) Reformers, and we 


M. Me. Bride, commonly call Puritans; this hath been Her Proceeding towards 


&c. their Vo- cc them a: great while, when they inveighed againſt ſuch Abuſes 
_ « in the Church, as Pluralities, Non-Reſidence, and the like, 
PrinredPape $2 wes Zeal — 2 condemned, (/) only their Violence Was 
not yet cenſu - ſometimes cenſured. 5 a 

5 d Mr. © When thy refuſed the Uſe of ſome Ceremonies and-Rites as 
1 “ Superſtitious, they were Tollerated with much Conni vanee and 
-Boyſe 5 Serip- p 5 . - 42s . 
tural'Biſhop, © Gentleneſs. Yea, when they call in Queſtion the (g) Superi- 


Wc hisAdvan-% grity of Biſhops, and-pretended to bring a Democracy into the. 


*etements in the 


then, both dan. 1 


% In all which things, however they pretend to be at War with 
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Church, yet their Prog ¹,were heard 
« contrary Writings devared and Diſcuſſed ; yet all this white it way now. o- 


* was perceived, their Cuurle was dangerous and very popular. — 


And becauſe Papiſtry was odious, therefore it Was ever in ſame ill Con- 


their mouths, that they fought to purge the Church from the ag 

.  ReliQs of Popery, a thing acceptable to the People, who love 5 prietehten 
ever to run from one extream to another, e. (a) beſides they and the Sove- 
opened the People a way to Government by their Conßſtory and reigntyof Prin: 


Presbytery ; a thing tho in Conſequence no leſs prejudicial to (% Now alſo 


ces, yet in the firſt Shew very popular. Nevertheleſs except it Contempt, but 


born with, becauſe they pretended, but in dutyful manner, to 8 
make () Propoſitions and to leave it to the Providence of God, pofitions now 


and the Authority of the Magiſtrate. But now of late Years, put in practice 


4 when there iſſued from them a Colony of thoſe, that affirmed (4) The Prin- 


“(d) the Conſent of the Magiſtrate was not to be attended, when Kok —_ 


under pretence of a Confeſſion, to avoid Slander and Imputati- ſubverted the: 


<< when they began to make many | (9) Subjects iu doubt do take 1 |; 


< ons, they combin'd themſelves by Claſſes and Subſcriptions, and Conſt 
« an Oath, c. 


[WES . ” 


3 — avow'd by the 
* When they began to vaunt of their Strength, and Numbers Gen Aſſembly: 


« of their (V) Partifans, and to uſe the Communications that of Seeland on 


* their Cauſe would prevail, hongh with Uproar and Violence, () I l pre- 
« then it appeared to be no more Zeal, no more Conſcience, but p4ple, that the 


„were compell'd to hold ſomewhat an harder Hand than before, As. Bride, Mee 


« yet it was with as great Moderation, as the Peace of the Church 4 iufldeneg 
« and State would permit. many, when 


| | CCC upon the Pre- 

tenders Invaſion, ſo many refuſed the Oaths tendered to them by the Commiſſioners of Array. 
(f) Undertakers for the Party gave it out in Engloud lately, That there was a _ Ma- 

jortty in Both Houſes of Parliament in Tre/ad, who would be glad & enter into 

dient to Repeal the Sucramental Teſt ; nay, a lik of their Names was pretended to be drawnup, 
Mr. Mc. Bride in his Book of Marrieges, ſays, the Diſfeupers have long poſſeſſed the North 

of Ireland, tho“ they have not the Hundredth Part of the Property ofthe Province of Dior. 


* 


And as the judicious Hiſtorian, Doctor Burner Preſent Biſhop of 2 TOP 
Sarum obſerves, (g) Buren Ezabeth's ſtritt enjoying Uniformity 10 fee 


making ſome turbulent Per ſous Examples," conntenancing the Clergy, Preface to Vol 


Ke. 2d. 


** the Liberties of Private Men, than to the Sovereignty of Prin- is che general 


were in ſome Few, that enter'd into extream (b) Contempt, was here the fw 


more Faction and Diviſion. And therefore though the State Example of 


I Epe 


, conſidered, and by ( The fame: > 
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Hhyterians under Her Government. 
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Kc. and the Sincerity and Watchfulneſs of the Council, and the Inferi- 
our Officers, preſerved Peace all Her Reign. Things paſt, they ſay, 
are good Prognoſticks of Things to come: And as the Presbyterians 
of Ireland, upon the Invaſion of the Pretender, followed the Track 
of their moſt Loyal Predeceſſors in every Step they made upon the 
Haniſp Invaſton: So they know not how far their Behaviour now 
may put Her Preſent Majeſty under a Neceſſity of making alſo ſome 
Perſons Examples, who have had the Impudence to ſay publickly, 
They neither would themſelves, nor adviſe any of their Per ſwaſion to 
take up Arms in Defence of Her Majeſties Perſon and Government, 
when the Pretender was upon our Coaſts. Which Opinion ſo prevail'd 
amongſt the People, that Numhers in different Parts of the North 
refuſed to bear Arms, or take the Oaths to the Government upon 
the Array of the Militia at that Time. I ſay, ſuch Proceedings 
may oblige Her Preſent Majeſty now, as it did Her Glorious 
Predeceſſor Queen Elizabeth upon the like Occaſion, to make ſuch 
Perſons Examples. It may quicken the Watchfulneſs of the Coun- 
cil, and Inferiour Officers, and oblige Her to hold the Reins of Govern- 
ment with ſuch Striftneſs and Steadfaſtneſs of Hand, (a) that the 
Nation how Head-ſtrong ſocver, will ot be able to run into ſuch de- 
ſperate Confuſion, from which nothing but the hand of God did deliver 


15. 
Thus far you have the Senſe of Queen Elizabeth by Her ſelf, 
Her Speaker, and Secretary, of the Vntainted Loyalty of the Preſ- 


* 


_ "> You are next to take the Senſe of Her Succeſſor King James 
the Firſt. And here I doſolemnly-proteſt to you, that I think it 
would raiſe the Indignation of any Ingenious Man and Loyal 


Subject to read the Account, that not only Biſhop Spot ſwood, but 
even Petre, and Calderwood give of their Treatment of that Prince 


Anf His Royal Family. In ſhort, the Aﬀſembly of the Kirk, re. 


ay wt DLL i $i te WP. 
— > 4 —- 4A os 


- vid. All jecting all His Authority, and convening themlelyes, and ſub- 
the Scorch Ec- yerting the whole Confſtitutien as they pleaſed, (%) did treat Him 
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ſo indecently, ſo inſolentiy, I may ſay, barbarouſly upon all Oc- 
caſions, that no Body can wonder, that that much Injur'd Prince 


(c ) Baſiliconſhould tell, His Son in (c ) His Baſilicon Doron, '1 have been vex d by 
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tßbeſe Puritans from my very Birth, yea, they perſecuted Me whilſt 1 was 
get in my Mothers Belly, and it muſt be little that they had not mur- 
dered me before Iwas Born. | 


E 
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1 think, 1 cannot give you a juſter view into this Matter, in (4) Dr. Baw-= © 

letting you underſtand who theſe-Paritans were, and how they crefi's Sermon 
proceeded, than to give you the words of a Sermon Preach'd be- — * on 
fore the Parliament of England in the Year, 1588. (a) by Doctor pap. 60. £5580 
Bancraft, afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury, wherein pag. 60. 0 viz, Lay- 
he ſays, © About ſome Six or Seven Years ago, certain Men of the 8 q 
New Government intending the Erection of theſePresbyteries in i do — 5 SY 
Hot land, began their Parts and proceeded, as follows, in their Pro- 

« Firſt, They did greatly inveigh againſt the Superiority of vincialSynods 

© Biſhops; and the Kings Authority in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, d * 7 

whereupon in His, i. e. King James His Minority, certain (e) They tell 

Number of Miniſters, gathering to themſelves () certain Gen- the States and 

tlemen, and divers others, did erect by their own Authority Ec- TT 

*<.cleſjaſtical Senates, (c) who did alter the Laws at their pleaſure, tion of Zpiſce- 

« without either the Knowledge or Approbation of King or State. a would E- . 

4 Secondly, (d) They diſcharg'd the Biſhops, (e) commanded fob CK we 

the King and Council under pain of Excommunication never Cw Re2 

_ © to appoint any more. Becauſe they had concluded that State preſentation - 
< to be Unlawful. 1 g | of the Com- 


 « Thirdly, They preſcribed Laws for the King () and State, ch. er of | 


. 


maintain d before the King, That He was an Incompetent Judge, ſembly to the 
and utterly difclaim'd His Authority, that for ſuch Matters as Parliament, 
| were ſpoken in the Pulpit, they ought to be (g) exempt from 3 . 
i « the Judgment and Correction of Princes. | Oi we? _ by 
| 8 3 __ theOpini | 
our modern Freu terian Preachers now, who do openly and ſeurrilouſly Preach * 
| Conſtitution, particularly Mr, Mc. Bride, who was call'd before the Council for his Ser- 
- mon Preach'd at the Synod in Antrim, and Mr, Boyſe his inſolent Treatment of our Conſti= © 
| tution in his Sermon againſtEpiſcopacy, of gn hs + OR 
I think it needleſs for me'to mention any of the words of King 
; Charles the Firſt, His Injuries and Blood cry louder than the 
5 Noiſe of Thunder; however thus far take His own till Voice in 
1 His Advice to His (þ) Son. „ kim Be- 
12 If ever you ſtand in need of them, id eſt, the Presbyterians, you _ 
8 you are undone: The Serpent will devour the Dove. Lou may eee 
„ er expect leſs of Loyalty, Juſtice, or Humanity than from hoſs 
ol who engage into Religious Rebellion; their Intereſt is always - 
i | _ Cor EI 


S | 

(e Procla- ** Under the Colours of Piety ambitious Policies march, not 

n %% only with greateſt Security, but Applauſe of the People: Lou 
(5) Has not ſhall hear from them Jacob's Voice, but you ſhall feel they have 


the great Cle- © Fſqy's Hands. 


mency of the ban | 71 2 3 | 
gem ol I cannot at preſent produce any Expreſſions relating to them 


to the modern from King Charles the Second; but let the Laws made againſt 
Pre-byterians them in His Reign in the Three Kingdoms ſpeak for him, let 
e Proclamations from the Government, not only in England and 
3 Scotland, but in Ireland, ſpeak for Him; particularly that from 
tled Confor. the Government of Ireland, (a) Dated the 30th of April, 1662. 
ming Congre- jn theſe words, Whereas Indulgence to, and Forbearance of Diſſenters, 


— 4 and Non-Conforming Perſons of ſeveral Per ſwaſions hath been long 


Miffiozaries to time uſed, and yet the Event hath not anſwered the Expectation; but 
frame Con- Recuſants, Non-Capformiſts, and Sectaries have grown worſe by 

l | mr age (b) Clemency. Therefore, &c, Let theſe Laws and Proclamations 
People from ſpeak that PRINcE's ſenſe of them. : 

i | eheir Confor- | 15 : | 
* mity to the Laws of the Land and Eſtabliſh'd Religion, by baffling all Proſecutions againſt 
148 a r | 
il | them, as in the Caſe of Mr. Mc. Bride, and in that of Drogheda, and by terrifying their Pro- 


 fecutors; ſo that they were forced to ſhut the Priſon Doors to keep theſe Invaders out, as 
"nl falt as they had before to keep them in? Has not this Clemeney given thoſe Loyaliſts the Aſ- 


it furance openly and ayowdly to declare themſelves Conditional Subjedts, and the Condition of © 
Tf their Subjeftion to be the Repeal of the TEST; as appears by the Parallel before mentioned, 
118 writ to threaten the Parliament into the Repeal of the TEST, which ſays, pag. 20. 


"i F ever the Papiſts in Ireland fhould Rebel and Commence a New Maſſacree; and the Parallel, 
18 coteſtants ef the Church of Ireland [ay to the Diflenters, come help the Lord againſt pag. 20, 
li | the Mighty ; and the Diſſenters ſhould ſay, No, Gentlemen, We are not to be Majors £ 
1 | and ers, &c. pray tuke care your ſei ves, feght for your fetves, bc your 4 ner, &. We 4 
5 j peal to tbe World, whether they ought not to anſwer thus, and but thus, if euer the Caſe comet tu. 
1 q 5 , 


(e) Riſtory of And let the (c) Ry:-Houſe Plot in England, the Murder of the 
1 ow Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrew's, and the Rebellion ſubſequent to it 
— r. in Scotland, the Attempt of Seizing the Duke of RHD ND 

| in Ireland, in each whereof the Presbyterians had the greateſt 

% Ads Cen Hand. Above all, let their Oppoſing His Reſtauration both 
Aſſembly, pag from the Kirk Aſſemblies in Scotland and Ireland, as I will make 

appear, and the unehriſtian and ſcandalous Aſperfions thrown up- 
de, b, Ad: on Him in their (4) Letter from the Aſſembly to Him, Dated from 

Personen an linburgb, which J will preſently produce, ſpeak for their D- 
Miniſters of tainted Loyalty in that Turn of Goverument. ee 
1 K. It muſt be own'd, that (e) King James the Second treated them 
_ 8 kindly, and gave them good words, and that they were not be- 


1687. hind 


a © oh us s , od nd ac WwIY ak aw as 2 a 3 


—— 


arne 


A ĩð v. 
hind with him, for His granting them a Toleration by His Abſo- 
late Authority againſt the Laws of Scotland. © For which Royal 


Favours, His Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjects the Miniſters of the 


e Presbyterian Per ſmaſion in Scotland, from the due ſenſe they had 


« of His Majeſties moſt Gracious Favour, £#c. do moſt earneſtly 


4 defire His Moſt Gracious Majeſty to accept of their moſt Hum- 


** ble Addreſs, . as proceeding from the Plainneſs and Sincerity of 
« Loyal and Thankful Hearts, much engaged by His Royal Fa- 


« your to continue their fervent Prayers to the King of Kings for + 


all Bleſſings Spiritual and Temporal ever to attend His Royal 


«© Perſon and Government. | | 
This Addreſs was Dated 1687. and tis highly probable, that 
even that moſt Gracious Sovereign of theirs chang'd His Opinion 


in leſs than Two Years, when the Claim of Rights of Scotland 


Ca) was made in April, 1689. beginning thus, Whereas King 


Law, &c. They declare that by the Law of this Kingdom no Papiſt can 


be the KING or QUEEN of this Realm. This I take to be 
the ra, from whence they muſt date their Loyalty. For as it is 


moſt certain, that King William, that Glorious Prince of Im- 
mortal Memory, was very tender of them, and was their Great 


as effectually preclude them from Offices of Truſt then, as the Sa- 
eramental Teſt does now; there being then as few Occaſional Furors, 


as there are now Occaſional Conformiſts : So it is as certain that 


they were Faithful and Loyal Subjects to that Glorious PRINCE in 
that Turn of Government; though it be alſo as notorious, after 


all the Conceſſions He made them, how they preſs'd upon Him, 


and teas'd Him at laſt, and how little regard the General Aſſem- 


1g (a) Oaimsof 
JAMES rhe Seventh being a Profeſs'd Papift did aſſume the Regal Nets, r, | 


Power, and acted as King, without ever taking the Oath required by * 


* 


Benefactor, Eſtabliſh*d them in Scotland, gave them a Toleration 
in Frglasd, and took off the Oath of Supremacy, which Oath did 


bly Sitting in Scotland (after the Eſtabliſhment of the Kirk) had to 
the Repeated Letters He writ to them in behalf of the Zpiſcopal 


Diſſentert, who were Rabbled and Perſecuted there; which I 


may have an opportunity ot ſhowing at another time, however 
their Untainted Loyalty was ſhewn in that Turn of Government, 
upon which they have built ſo univerſal a Pretence and Claim to 


Untainted Loyalty, how juſtly I leave to the unprejudiced Reader 


to judge; yet I think it became them to have been ſo modeſt and 
; „„ ingenuous 


ingenuous in their Addreſſes to the Queen, and their manner of A ſſu- 
(4) Pid, Ad. Fance given of their Loyalty to Her, as not to have boaſted thus of 
Jreſs to the their known Loyalty in all Turns of Government, (a) or to have told 
Queen by the Her Majeſty, That they could not in their Conſciences neglect this Op- 
—_— = portunity of Expreſſing-their deep Regret, that the Gentlemen and People 
North. of Ire. of their Perſwaſion were deprived of Serving Her Majeſty and their 
laud. Country, which they ſo ſucceſsfully improv'd upon all former Occaſions. 
Z | I ſay; had they been ſo modeſt, not to have made demands (as it 
6 were) from the Crown for a Repeal of the Te} upon unjuſt grounds, 
and in ſuch a manner, they might juſtly have hoped for Her Majeſties 
Tenderneſs and gracious Indulgence, which they never wanted, 
: and doubtleſs will ill have whilſt they keep themſelves within the 
boundsof that Untainted Loyalty, to which they pretend. 


| * hut to deſcend from the general Claim of Untainted Loyalty in 
[1188 * all Turns of Government, made by-the Presbyterian Miniſters on their 
| 
| 


| io Addreſs to the Queen before-mentioned, I will now proceed to 
| | (b) Parallel, anſwer the Challenge, made by the Author of the (b) Parallel; 
5 ag.? pag. 9. which is to ſhew the Rebellions, the Aſſociations, Factions, 
&c. which the Diſſenters of Ireland ever raiſed againſt their Prince, 
Ih though they ſhould go back to the Years 41, 48, and 60. The grounds 
1 upon which this Author advances his Challenge, and the Argu- 
| ments by which he proves his Aſſertion, are theſe Three. 
Il cc) Vid. Re. The Firſt is taken from a Repreſentation of the Presbytery (c) 
i 12 of Belfaſt, Dated February, 15th 1649. wherein they declare their 
— a If , Deteſtation of all the Proceedings in England, and inveigh againſt | 
Pit Feb. 1649 the Sectaries there, for putting the King to Death 
(O rig, ui. The Second Argument is, becaut (4) Milton, who was the 
ens Works, King's known Enemy, does abuſe and tail at the Northern Presby-. 
Page 566, 567. terians of Ireland, for Declaring againſt the Sectaries in England, 
le) Vid. Para and (e) their Proceedings againſt the King, and with cruel Hands 
pag · 9+ putting Him to Death; | | 
The Third Argument is a very ſtrong Averment of his own, 
H Vid. Pa- That the Northern Presbyterians being moſt of them Diſſenters were 
rallel, pag. 10. ;he moſt Effetual Barriers of the Royal Party at that time, and 
were left as a Sanctuary, to which the Duke of ORMONDE, and 
* the Royal Party retreated. 


I0o begin then Firſt with the Challenge in general, I do here 
appeal to the Records of the Kirk of Scotland, and deſire this 
Challenger to look into the Adds of the General Aſſembly, (which 
- | | ; Ly 1. 


a : 
9 
* 


- 


Wy i} 


x preſume he will allow better Authority,than any he has brought). 


and in that Interval betwixt 41. and 48. he will find there Three 


(a) Acts of 


Petitions from the Diſſenters of the North of Ireland to the General Gen. Aembly © 


Aſſembly in Scotland; the Firſt in July, (a) 1642. ſent by Oe 149. 


Gordon and Hugh Camplel ; the Second was Dated (h Auguſt 5th 
1643 ; the Third in (c) May, 1645+ from Belfaſt, delivered by 
William Mc. Hennabh, Merchant. In all which Petitions you will. 


plainly diſcover what their Temper and Diſpoſition then was, both 


to the King and the Royal Party, I will here only mention what 


is ſaid in the laſt Petition, wherein they thank the Aſſembly for 


their Zeal to have the Reformation ſpread; whereof ſay they, 


(5) Ibid, pag 
161. 
(c) Ibid. pag. 
2153. 


you have given us an ample and famous Teſtimony in ſending, 


hither the Bleſſed League and Covenant, which we much de- 
* ſir'd and long'd for, gc. And we cbnceiving it a chief part of 


cc 


(6 


ſteeming our ſel ves rejected of God, and unfit to be joyned in 
** any comfortable Fellowſhip in the Goſpel with them) when the 


our Miſery, to conſiſt in the want of an Opportunity to joyn 
_ © our ſelves with the People of God in the aforefaid League, (e- 


* ſaid League and Covenant was preſented to the Regiments, we 


Cc 


made bold to lay hold upon the Opportunity ; that if. we 


© dye in our Miſery, weanay dye a Covenanted People, Cc. (d) 


«© We are nothing ſhaken in our Minds with the odious Aſperſi- 


ons of Sedition, Combination againſt the King, and Overthrow of 


(d) Ads den 
Aſſembly, pag 
215. 


the Municipal Laws, with which our Covenant is branded, . 


But to corroborate the Autherity of this Record, though it be 


very Authentick, I have One more (not leſs valid) to produce; tis 


a Record of the Kirk of Ireland, and this I the rather chooſe a- 
mongſt others, that I may engage the Challenger in his own way, 


and oppoſe a Declaration from the Presbytery at Bangar, againſt ' 
the Repreſentation from the Presbytery at Belfaſt, both Dated in 


the ſame Lear, 1649. 


* % 


This Declaration of the Presbytery at (e) Bangar is levelPd. chi- 


efly againſt the Lord of Ards, for Cloathing bimſelf with a Com- 


miſhon (as they ſay) “ from His Majeſty King Charles the Second, 


vhs as yet refuſes to give any Satisfaction in Religion unto the 


juſt Deſires of the Kingdom of Scotland; and the Executing of 
Kings Majeſty not only before Religion, but in a Quarrel de- 


(e) Declarati- 
on of the Preſ- - 
bytery at Ban- 
gar, in theyear 

1649. 


© ſuch a Commiſſion, is nothing but endeavouring to Set up the 


＋ſtructive to Religion, c. The Lord of Ards is alſo accuſed in 
> * . this 


this Declaration for ſaying, that the King's Conimiſſion did ever 
„ procure Reſpect till the worſt of Times; for (ſay they) if refuſing 
« any Commiſſion from the King was in the worſt of Times, then - 
« ſurely the Taking of the Covenant, and Caſting out of Prelacy, 
« Bringing down Malignants, all againſt a Perſonal Commiffion, 
« gare accounted byhisLordſhip to flow from theIniquityof the times. 
He is alſo charged for Receiving a Commiſſion from the Lord of 
© ORMONDE ; and that he puts on a Commiſſion, which binds 
% him to maintain the Proteſtant Religion in the large Senſe, Ec. 
For this Cauſe (ſay they) as we are the Embaffadors of 
< Chriſt, particularly we Charge all thoſe, who have received the 
Covenant, Ec, not to joyn in Executing ſuch a Commiſſion, by 
Serving either as Officers or Soldiers, elſe the Quarrel of the 
“ Covenant ſhall purſue them, gc. Now it we compare this 
Declaration with that Addreſs before mentioned, would it not 
raiſe a mans Indignation, to find that Men will ſtick at nothing 
to gain a Point, and amuſe the World with ſuch groſs and palpa- 
ble Miſrepreſentations. . 3 
In the Year 1649. We find a Presbytery framing a Declaration 
as an Act of that Aſſembly, in which they avow the Covenant, 
oppoſe the Reſtauration, deny the Kings Commiſſion, denounce 
the Cenſure of the Kirk againſt all who dare be Loyal, and take 
up Arms either as Officers or Soldiers for the King; And in the 
+ Year, 1708. we find an Addreſs to the QUEEN, by the Suc- 
ceflors of thoſe Loyaliſts, confidently aſſuring the Queen, that 
e) Addreſs (a) their Untainted Loyalty in al Turns of Government has been 
on i the natural Conſequence of their known Principles. This is ſuch a 
fler Feb. — refined piece of Aſſurance, ſo groſs an Impofition upon the Queen 
and all Mankind, that I leave it to the Unprejudiced Reader to 
make ſuch Reflections and Inferences from it, as muſt naturally a- 
riſe in the mind of an ingenuous honeſt man. So far I have an- 
ſwered this Challenger, and joyned iſſue with him in ſhewing ſome 
of the Plots, Aſſociations, and Factions of the Diſſenters of Ireland 
in that Period, which he mentions betwixt 41. and 60. . 
I will proceed in the next place to clear this Matter farther, by 
examining the ſeveral Arguments he uſes to prove his Aſſertion. 
id. Re- The Firſt is taken from the Repreſentation of the Preshytery in 
* "ang (b) Belfaſt in the Year, 1649. in which they do-declaim againſt the 
* terians of Bur. Seftaries of England for the barbarous Treatment of the King, c. 
| Foft in 1649. from whence he concludes, that this ſufficiently clears the Diſſenters 


at Mx of 
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Queſtion very fairly againſt the Presbyterians by the Application 
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of Ireland ſrom having an hand in the Counſels of thoſe Days: Tv 


Anſwer to which, Ido firſt allow the Authority of that Record, 


that in the Year, 1649. ſuch a Repreſentation was made by that 


Presbytery, and muſt put him in mind, that there were alſo in the 


very fame Year ſeveral more made in England and Sorlayd, by the 


Prebyterians to the very ſame purpoſe, and with as great Virulen- 
cy againſt the Searies in England for their Proceediugs, and par- 
ticularly for their Murdering the King. But I can by no means 
conclude with that Author, that the Presbytery of Belfaſt's Diſ- 
claiming that Fact and Railing at the Sectaries, is any Argument 
at all for their not being coxcern'd in the Counſels of thoſe Times. 
Becauſe the ſame Argument is full as ſtrong for the Presbyterians 


of Scotland and England, who in the very ſame Year made their 


Repreſentation to King Charles the Second to the very ſame pur- 


poſe; to prove which, ſee Dugdale in his View of the late Trou- 1 
bw of England, pag. 377. (a) Icannot deny, (ſays that Author ) () Vid. Dug? 
but as ſoon as thu Helliſh Murder was committed, many of the Prei- dalꝰs View of 


byterians did loudly diſclaim againſt it, ſeeming as much to waſh their cx 12 pag 
hands of the Guilt, as Pilate did from the Death of our Bleſſed Saui- , 
our. And accordingly I find, that in a Letter from the Aﬀembly 
(Y in Scotland to the King, Dated Auguſt 6th. 1649. they expreſs (5) Lid. AA. 


themſelves in thefe words, our Witneſs is in Heaven,. and Record on 3 


High, that we are not conſcious to our ſelves of any undutiful Thoug ** 480, 81. 
or diſſoyal Afection, &c. and that we do from our Hearts abominate 


and deteſt that Horrid Fatt of the Seftarics againſt the Life of your 


Royal Father, &c. Thus it is. Evident, that the Presbyterians 
through the Three Kingdoms did with one Voice loudly-declaim -_ 
againſt the Sctaries, as Authors of the King's Murder; nor were 

their vaſt Clamours confin'd to theſe Kingdoms, but reached all 

over Europe, though not with the Succeſs they expected: For we | 
find Salmaſis in his Defenſio Regia pro Carolo Primo, declaring his 
Senſe of the Matter thus, (c) Nunc ad cam Queſtionem per veni mus 2 
Sc. The Queſtion was, Whether Presbyterians, or Independants >* Regs _ 
were the Real Authors of the King's Death: And he reſolvgs the$;55 Cap. 13, 


this Fable. If a Robber, ſays he, ſurprizing a Traveller in a. 
Wood, ſhould diſarm him, rob him, ſtrip him, and tye him ta? 
© a Tree, and a wild Beaſt of the Fotreſt coming upon him thu 
bound, ſhould fall upon him, tear him in pieces, and devour 

ns | 8 „him, 
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„him, which of theſe, properly ſpeaking, would be the Cauſe of 


* this Man's Death? Iis moſt certain, that the Inde pendents were 


, \ 


actually the Murderers of King Charles the Firſt ; but it as certain, 


that the Presbyterians firſt murder'd Him in His Political Capaci- ; 


ty, as a Prelude to the Murder of His Perſon, they compelld Him 
(a) Vid. Dug- to give up all His Power to them, and then did, as (a) Dugdale 


ales View of ohſerves, worſe than murder Him in the manner and.circumſtances 


3 rm ry of His Confinement, before the Izdependents pull'd them out of the 


376, 377.. Saddle, and forc'd the King out of their Hands, and were the ac- 
- tual-Executioners of that Roxrar MARTYR, whom the Presbyteri- 
ans had firſt in effect Condemn'd, From all which it evidently 
appears, That neither theſe Declarations in Scotland and England, 
nor that from Belfaſt diſclaiming the King's Murder, have the 
leaſt foree in. Proving the Presbyterians of either of the Three King- 
doms to be free from the Counſels of thoſe Days. | 


8 The Second Argument brought to clear the Diſſenters of Ireland 


(b) Milton's is, Becauſe (6) Milton, the King's ſworn Enemy, does molt ſcur- 
Works, pag. rilouſly abuſe and rail at the Presbytery of Belfaſt. I do confefs, 
5335 354. that Milton does abuſe them, if calling them egregious Lyers, and 
Impoſtors, blockiſh Presbyters, &. be Abuſes. But that Gentle- 

man may affure himſelf, that Milton uſes the Genera] Aſſembly of 

Scotland with no leſs Ceremony, than he does the Presbytery of Bel- 

faſt, and for the very ſame Reaſon, when he tells Salmaſius in his 


Anſwer to his Defenſio Regia, who had ſaid, that the Scotch had, in 


2 Letter to the King's Son, call'd His Father the Nat Sacred 

| Prince, and the Putting Him to Death, a moſt execrable Villany. 

0 60 Milton's (0) Do not you, ſays Milton, talk of the Scotch, whom you know 
Defence ofthe got, we know them well enough, and know the Time, when they call d 


Peopleof Eng- ghat (ame King a moſt execrable Perſon, a Murderer, a Traytor ; 


| _ noe and Putting a Tyrant to Death a moſt ſacred Act. Thus inftead of 


2232. Juſtifying the Presbyterians of Ireland, and Serving their Succeſ- 


lors (againſt his Intention) in their Pretences to Loyalty ; Milton 
does equally rail at their Loyal Bret hren in Scotland, for their Pre- 
varication, and yet I ſuppoſe our Challenger will not pretend to 
exempt them, from being concern'd in the Counſels of thoſe Days, 

for that Reaſon. 1 2 
(4) Paraltel, (d) The Laſt Argument is an Averment of his own, (tor which 
Pag. 9,19. „he quotes not any particular Author) (e) That the Northern Pro- 


** © Mics teſtants, being moſt of themDiflenters,ere the EffeFual Barriers of the 


Royal 
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by ſpeaking favourably of them, or acknowledging the Authority 


2 * * £ 4 en = K. * 
* 3 : - 


Royal Intereſt, and were left as a Sanctuary, to which the Duke of 


ORMONDE and the Royal Party retreated, &c. 


To give you ſome undeniable Inſtances of their great Affection 
and Tenderneſs to the Loyal Party, read what the Presbyterian 
Diſſenters of the North ſay in their Petition to the General Aﬀem- 
bly in Scotland in the Year, 1642. in which they do importune 
the Aſſembly for a Miſſion of Miniſters to them in this manner, 
Elf there be any Conlolation in Chriſt, &c. that now in the (4) Acts Gen. 


nick of time, when the Sword of the (5) Enemy making way for Aflembly, p. 


a more profitable Entertainment of the Goſpel, having alſo ba- (z) ÞY the E- 
ce niſhed the Prelates and their Followers, you will take the Cauſe nemy here is 
of your Younger Siſter, that hath no Breaſts, into your Conſide- mgant the fa. 


« ration, Is not this a wondrous Mark of their Tenderneſs, and Lt gan 8 


Protection of the Loyal Epiſcopal Party at that Time; when their not moleſted 


Baniſhment by the Papiſts was reckoned by theſe charitable Bre- the Presbyteri- 


thren, (c) the opening a door (as they ſay there) for the planting of the 15 Vid. Ads 
Goſpel, as if they reputed them Infidels. And again in another Peti- Gen. Aembly- 


tion for a farther Supply of Miniſteis, Dated Auguſt, 1645. (4) p, 149. 
they tell the Aſſembly, they fear, if a new delay be procured till all 
« things be fully ſettled, in the mean time the Prelatiſts and their 
Faction (ideſt, the Loyal Party) may ſtep in and inveſt themſelves 
f their old Tyranny over our Conſciences, who if they ſhall once ſee. 
* us poſſeſt of our own Inheritance, theſe Canaanites dare not offer to 
force us out. br EE: 
But to give you a juſt Notion of the Sanctuary, which they 


P- 161. 


gave the Duke of OKMONDE with his Loyal Party, ſee the(e) De- (id. Rn. ---- 


claration of the Presbytery at Bangar before mention'd, and there Declaration. 


you will find the Lord of Airds accuſed and railed at for taking 


« a Commiſſion from him; the Marqueſs of ORMONDE, ſay 
they, from whom he is to receive Commands, is an avom d 
Maintainer of Prelacy, aud retains ſtill the old Engliſh Liturgy 
“ix his Publick Devotions, &c. All theſe things make it as clear 
as the Sun, the Unlawfulneſs of his Authority from ſuch a 
* Commiſſion ; for this Cauſe, as the Embaſſadours of Chriſt, we 
charge all, £#c, not to joyn in the Executing ſuch a Commiſſi- 
on by Serving either as Officers or Soldiers, We do alſo in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt warn the People of our Charge, to keep 
* themſelves from all Compliance with their ungodly Courſe, either 


"IM: 


* 


" 
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of the Marque ſs of ORMOND E, &c. by impoſing a Cefs, obey- 
ing their Order, or paying Ceſs unto their Army, all which is 
* a ſinfull Compliance and Breach of Covenant by ſupplying that 
© which is the Sinews of War, Money and Victuals. This is 
the Santtuaty which the Marqueſs of ORMONDE, and the Royal 
Party met with from them, not a Morſel of Bread, not a Penny 
of Money, nor a good Word for them, and that by a Publick Act 
of a Preshytery. How will that Great, Loyal, and much Injur'd 
Perſon riſe up in judgment againſt all thoſe Miſrepreſenters, who 
would have thoſe to be look't on as His Friends and Supporters, 
that would rather have given Him a Stone than Bread, a Priſon tan 
an Aſylum,and how wou'd he embrace the Preſent IxHERTTrOR of His 
Glory and Titles, for His Zeal and ſignal Service to His Country, 
in Promoting and Paſſing the Act to prevent the farther Growth of 
Popery, which may for the future ſecure His Poſterity from the In- 
juries and Inſolences He met with from both Papi(ts & Diſſenters, 
either of which were better diſpoſed to pull Him from the Horns 
ot the Altar for a Sacrifice, than to afford Him a Sanctuary, had 
He fled to them for Refuge. | = | 

Thus I have fully anſwer'd the Challenger in Searching the Re- 
cords, and Tracing the Behaviour of the Northern Presbyterians 
in the Interval mention'd, and do leave it to, the Deciſion of any 
Unprejudiced Man, to judge whether They were concern d in any 
Plots, Aſſociations, and Factions againſs the King; whether They 
were the Barriers of the Loyal Party, and the Sanctuary, which re- 
ceiv'd the Duke of ORMONDE, and protected the Royaliſts. 


And now, Sir, As a greater Security againſt the Tricks and 
Artifices of ſome ſort of Men, who you ſee manifeſtly do ſtick at 
nothing to gain their Point, give me leave to Conclude with ſome 
Reflections, which do naturally ariſe from the Matters of Fact I 
have ſhew'd from the Hiſtories of thoſe Times. 

The Firſt is, That when the Cry of Loyalty is raiſed by Preſ- 
byteries, and Aſſembl ies of the Kirk, tis high Time for the Church 
to be upon Her Guard. For LOYALTY was the word, when 
the Aſſembly of ot land had promoted the Covenant, influenc'd the 

People to take up Arms againſt their Natural PRINCE; nay, 
whilſt they harraſs'd the King almoſt to Death, extorted unreaſo- 
nable Conceſſions from the Difficalties and Streights to which —_ 
: / | | had 
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| REF CEE 
had reduced Him; yet Qtill thelt Loyal Heatts bverflow'd with an 
unexhauſted Spring of Loyalty , hay, they wiſhed for Caſements in 
their Breaſts, that the King might ſee how their Loyal Hearts beat, 
as is manĩfeſt from all theit Petitions, Addteffes, Remonſtrances, 
ec, at that time. I will give you but two or three Inſtances of 
many. - 3 X 5 3 
N The General Aﬀembly met at St. Andrews, in an humble Suppli- 1 
cation to the King, Dated Auguſt 3d. 1642. (a) do, with Hearts (d) Acts Gen 
full of Joy and Gladneſs, fend à beafty Thanksgiving to His Majeſty, Aſſembiy, pag 
for Hi Affection to the Referm'd Religion, and His Royal Care ß 
them, &C. ir OO „„ | 
And in the very ſame Seſſiop, (pethaps the ſame Day) in which 
their Zoyal Hearts were fill'd with ſuen Thankſgiving for His 
Royal Favours, do they write to the Parliament of England, tell- | | 
ing them iz terminis, (6) That they doconfidently eæpett, that Eng- (i) Ads Can 
land will now beſtir themſelves in the beſt way for à Reformation, &c, Aſſembly, pag: 
and do moſt willingly offer their ut moſt Endeavout's to fart ber ſo great ann 
a work, that they can have no hope for a durable Peace, till Ptelacy Dp 
be pluck'd up Root and Brauch, as a Plaut which God bath not planted.” 
hen King Charles the Firſt was in the Hands of the Set aries, 
in the Year, 1648, and the States of Scotland afſeribled in Parlia- 
ment had rais'd a Zoyal Army to be ſent into England, for to Re- 
| ſcue His Perſon if poſſible, and mediate for Peace, The Com- 
miſſion of the General Aſſembly did remonſtrate againſt ſo Glori- - 
ous an Undertaking, bitterly invelgh agaitiſt the Harqueſs of Ha. i 
milton, and excommunicate him and that whole Army ; and at — 
the ſame time ſend an humble Supplication to His Majeſty, Dated” ä 
the 12th of Auguſt, 1648. wherein they tell His Majefty, (c) it (e) Ads Gen 
ſhall be your Wiſdom in this, as in all that hath befall'n Ion theſe Aſſembly, pg 
Tears paſt, to read the Righteous Hand of the Lord, writing bitter 7 438,439. 
things againſt Jou for all Tour Provocations, ſo e ſpecially for reſiſting 
Eis Work, and authorizing by Tour Comttmiſſon's the | Shedding of tbe 
Blood of His People, for which it is high Time toRepent, &c. If Your 
Majeſty had been pleas'd to beat ken to our Council ſome Tears ago, the 
Blood of many Thouſands, which lies at Tour Majeſties Throne might 
have been ſpared, Popery, Prelacy, Idolatrie, Superſtition, Propha- 
neneſs, Hereſie, Error, Sects, and Schiſins might have been extirpate, 
&c. ' Andin this very humble Supplication they do tell His Ma- 
jeſty, That the Searcher of Hearts knows, and our  Conſciences bear 
| C 2. 1 Record 


n 
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122) 
Record unto us, that we bear in our Spirits thoſe humble and dutiful 
Reſpetts to Tour Majeſty, that Loyal Subjects owe to their Native 
Sovereign. Nor was their Cry of Loyalty leſs to King Charles the 
Second. For when the Aſſembly expected the Return of that 
PRINCE, they write a Letter to Him, Dated the 6th of June, 
- 1649. wherein they load Him with all His Father's Guilt, (as they 
ſay) and in which, © They deſire Him to humble Himſelf under 
the mighty Hand of God, and lament for the Iniquities of His 
'« Father's Houſe, and for the Shedding of ſo much Blood of the 
People of God, as alſo tor His own Entring to walk in thelike 
“ Courſes, and tell Him plainly, if His Majeſty ſhall go on in 
refuſing to hearken to wholſome Counſels (which was to take 
the Covenant, extirpate Ep:ſcopacy root and branch, Cc.) we 
** muſt for the Diſcharge of our Conſcience tell Your Majeſty, 
4 that the Lord's Anger is not turn'd away, but His Hand, i. e. 
Ads Gen. (a) the KirF's.is ſtretched out againſt You and Your Family, Cc. 
_— PIE And yettheſe very Men tell His Majeſty in the ſame Letter, That 
% their if enderneſs and VOprightneſs of Affection and Love is ſo great, 
that many Waters cannot quench it; That their Witneſs is in Heaven, 
and their Record on High, that they are not conſcious to themſelves of 
any undutiful Thought, or diſloyal Affection. 5 
This Cry of Loyalty we find is reviv'd at this Time, and rais'd 
by the Kirk of Ireland. Untainted Loyalty is now the Word, and 
that from a Northern Synod of Presbyterian Miniſters, when ſeve- 
ral of the Members of that SynodrefuſetheOath of Abjuration, and 
theſe Nonjuring Loyaliſts are avowedly protected by the reſt ; when 
the ſame Nonjuring Principles are diffuſed amongſt the People, and 
Numbers of them, ſo influenced, have abſolutely refuſed to take 
ſuch Oaths to the Government, as Were demanded upon the Ar- 
ray of the Militia, When they do openly declare both in Words 
and Writings, and: inſinuate even in their Addrefles, That they 
will not take up Arms in Defence of Her Majeſties Per ſon and Govern. 
ment either upon an Invaſion, or the Inſurrection of Her People, except 
the QUEEN will give the Sword into their Hands, give them Com- 
miſſons, and put it in their Power to protect that Conſtitution, which 
they think themſelves at the ſame time bound in Conſcience to ſubvert. 
And it is alſo Notorious, that when their Loyal Predeceſſors had 
(4) Vid. Ola- reſted the Power of the Militia out of the Hands of Her Royal 
eee Grandfather, there was no ſtanding againſt their ( Rage, but 
on, they did from that Minute bear down all before them, by 
| | EY us 


bi”. 


. m—_ 
Thus Loyalty was the Word then, when they cry'd out, even in 
the Hearing of King Charles the Firſt, To your Tents, to your Tents © - 
O Iſrael ; and we find it now the Word, when they do in effect cry © 
out, Sheath your Swords, for they who draw the Sword, ſhall periſh 
by the Sword, though it were in Defence of the 2) EEN's Perſon and 
Government, | Dy EE: | 
The Laſt Obſervation I will make, is, that this great Pretence . 
to Untainted Loyalty to all the Queen's Royal Predeceſſors has mar- 
nifeſtlyTwo Faces, One reſpecting the Queen, the Other the People, 
and calculated, not only as Perſwaſives to the one, but chiefly as 


E | Appeals to the other. For if the Queen retuſes the modeſt De- 
| mands of theſe moſt injur d Loyaliſts, it is a moſt ungrateful Return 


for the great Expence of their Blood and Fortune in the Service of 


Her Royal Predeceſſors; and this Refuſal is a moſt noble Handle of 


appealing to the People, and a Pretence to raiſe the Cry of Perſe- 
cution. For it is moſt Evident to any Perſon, who is converſant 
In the Hiſtories of Presbyterian Policy, (a) that the manner of Fra- (a) Vid, Clar. 


ming, Subſcribing, Applying, and Publiſhing their Addreſſes ei- ao Tegel | 


ther to the King, or Parliament, was the main Spring of their Bifngenuitx 
Grand Political Machine, that ſubverted the Conſtitution ; all uſed in Petiti L? 


Occaſions were then taken of Addreffing the Crown or Parliament, — — — 
and whatever the Subjects of their Addreſſes were, there was con- — modeſt &æ 
ſtantly an Occaſion taken of inſinuating their own great Merit, and dutiful for the 


unequal Returns made to them, the Trumpet of their Loyalty Form, and for 


| ſounded loud and ſhrill in the Preamble of their Addrefſes, that vr unge not 


ITT, very unreaſo- 
the ſoft Notes of their Perſecution & Grievances might ſound more bes tt Cc. 


mournful and moving to the People, their | 8 EX. 
| boldeſt Demands were urged in (6) ſub- (5) The Kew proſentes. a Petation ts 


: | g : the King tull of dutiful and humble Ex« 
miſſive Terms, according to the Notion — who well knew their Time, 


they had of their own Powers, or the Dif- and: had always given the King, how 


* . 8 A. rough and undutiful ſoever their Actions 
ficulties of the Publick, and they were re 9 25 good and ſubmiſſive Words, as 


preſented ſometimes ſo modeſt and reaſo- can be imagined, Clarendon's Hiſt. Vol. 


nable, that the Granting of them might a. $0. pag. 133. « 
ſeem only a Debt, and the Refuſal of them : 


2 great Injury: And this way they took then to appeal to, and tu- 


multuate the People ; but when they were perſwaded of their own 
Power, or that the Publick labour'd under any Preffures, they 
never fail'd riſing from humble Petitions to modeſt Requeſts, from 

| Requeſts 
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(a) The Scots had from the Beginning 


a new ſturdy Stile of addrels, in which, 


under the Licenſe ofaccuſing the Coun- 
fel and Carriage of- Others, whom yet 
they never named, they bitterly and iu- 


ſolently reproached the moſt immediate 


Actions and DireQions of His Majeft 
Himſelf; and then made the greate 
Profeſſions of Duty to His Majeſties Per- 
fon that could be invented, Clarendon's 
Eitt, 80, Vol rſt, pag, 121, 122. 


I did think of anſwering the Poſtſcript of your Letter, in 
Opititon of the Presbyterian Perſecntion, 
as is pretended, but I find that Subject is ſo copious, that it will 

require an entire Letter, which you may expect 
not the leaſt doubt to ſhew, that the Efabliſp d Chnreh of Ireland 
is fo far from the Principle of Perſecution, that She has ſcarce 


which you defire my 


[>] 


Requeſts to (a) Demands, and from De- 


mands to Violence and Rapine; theſe 


have been the Steps, by which they raiſed 
themſelves and aſcended the Throne of 


the Temporal Prince, when they were to 


_reſtore CHRIST to His Kingdom, and 
retrive His Power ſacrilegiouſly uſurp'd 


by theCivil Magittrate. What Steps they 


have taken in theſe Tracts, and how far 
they have proceeded of late in Riſing from 
grateful Acknowledgments for the Queen's Gracious Indulgence, 
to the Boaſting of their Merit, and Her unequal Returns, till at 
length they have arrived even to threaten the Legiſlature into a 
Repeal of the Teſt, as they tender the Security of their Perſons and 
Conſtitution, I will leave the World to judge from their Publick 
Addreſſes and Writings, and the Speeches of the Gifted Speakers 
and popular Agitators, | 


retain'd the Principle of Self- Preſervation. | 


1 an, (SIR,) 


Tour moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, &c. 


ſoon; and I make 


% 6 


[A Declaration] 
This Declara- 
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days, it will 


tery at Sangoꝛ . 
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g | | ſervations up- 

6 ä | 5 : Oonit, 

be Seventh of uh, 1649, Cc. „„ 

i . 1 5 f | Trumpet What 
As we have upon every Remarkable Change of Affairs in ſort ot Tame 


i ters the Preſ- 
this Land, from our Watch-Tower (a) blown 2 


Trumpet unto thePeople, by ſetting before them the true ers of thoſe 
= A. State ot their own Condition, and giving them Warning times hadbeen 
of their Duty in theſe dark and troubleſome Times: So a greater — — 8 
| 2 eee, A. By daily their Peo⸗ 
| Myſterie of Iniquity being now diſcovered, than was any before, ple always 
and of greater Danger to the People of God, than any former De- cook theAlarm 
ſign which has been known among us; we cannot forbear to cry Te _ 
& aloud to our Flocks, to beware of ravenous Wolves, who are riſen i” ot a. 
to devour them. The Danger we were in by Sectaries, we have trumpeting,did 
formerly repreſented at large, and have ſufficiently vindicated our they ever fo 


ſelves in all our Actions relating to them. The late unexpected __ 
| Invaſion of (b) . fairhfully informed ma IK — 
ple of, and preſſed upon them their Duty for Oppoſing the ſame. ple to ſtanduf 
And now it hath pleaſed the Lord to ſuffer Men among our ſelves my — of 
to be our Enemies, theſe who took ſweet Counſel together with cbeß irt — 
us, renewed the Covenant, and entered in a ſolemn Declaration, they knew it 
do now lift up themſelves againſt us, and under a pretence of © = ern 
Delivering us; have indeed been the principal Inſtruments to ruin Mo 1 
— Us and the Work of God among us, if the Lord reſtrain them not King's Parey. 
from the accompliſhing their whole Deſign. The chief Head of asthey explain 
* wan 7099s 
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(WW) _ 


thoſe, who pretend Authority above the reſt, is the Lord Viſcount | 


(a) [Repugnant] The ſpecious 
and 2 ſanctiſied Þreten- 
ces of the Covenanters drew 1n 
ſome well meaning Men at firſt 
to joyn with them, who when 
they came to diſcover the bot- 
tom of their Deſign, ſoon fore 
ſook them. 1 


of Airds, whoſe preſent Actions are ſo (a) repug- 


' nant to his former Profeſſions, that no Chriſtian 


or ingenuous man can think upon them without 
Horror and Deteſtation : HisForwardneſs to re. 
new the Covenant: His Fervency to have a ſo. 
lemn Band and «Declaration ſubſcribed and en- 
tred into: His large Promiſes to defend Religi- 
on: His diſclaiming all Conjunction with Pa- 


piſts or Rebels with words of Zeal and Diſdain: His Inſinuations 


upon all honeſt Men for gaining them to him: His conſenting to 
all Publick Orders againſt Malignants, being compared with his 
late Undertakings, muſt clearly preſent to every man's View the 
great Diſſimulation and Betraying of the People and Covenant he 
is guilty of; for which our Sorrow and Grief is no leſs, than our 
Rejoycing had been great, to have ſeen his Lordſhip ſtand faithful, 
which was one of our chiefeſt Deſires. | : 
For (whereas the Danger of ſuch Accidents being foreſeen) an 
Article was inſerted in the Declaration, ho ren wy Kings 
Command; () He confirming all the Articles 
— e ee eee of rhe 83 before He were admitted to 


would not ſo much as ac know · 
ledge the King's Commands how 
lawful ſoever, except He firft 
ſhould Confirm all the Articles of 
the Covenant, not one excepted. 


the Exereiſe of His Royal Power, without which 
Clauſe many would have trembled to joyn with 


Him: Yet he has now cloathed himſelf with a 
Commiſſion from His Majeſty, who as yet refuſes 


to give any Satisfaction in Religion unto the juſt 
Defires of the Kingdom of Scotland. Yea, His Conceſſions are 
leſs than theſe granted by his Royal Father; which yet were de- 
clared by Church and State, Unſatisfactorie, and therefore the . 
executing ſuch a Commiſſion, is nothing elſe but an Endeavour to 
ſet up the Kings Majeſty, not only before Religion, but in a Quar- 
rel deſtructive unto it, For the firſt Difference between the King and 
His People, was touching his abſolute and unlimited Power in 
Civil Things, and His Adherence to Prelacy, and maintaining 
their Power; for which both our late Sovereign, and His Maje. 
ſty who now is, did raiſe Arms againſt their Subjects, and to this 
day that ſame Quarrel is avouched and owned by His Majeſty; 
and all His Commiſſions tend to the bringing Him to that Power, 
which was juſtly. denyed to His Royal Father. And it ſeems the 
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Lord of Airds does own the ſame, for he ſays in his new Declara- 


| tion of the fourth of this Inſtant directly, That the Kings Commiſſion 


did ever procure Reſpef and Obedience untill the worſt of Times, which El 
muſt needs be meaned of that Time, when the (a) Kingdoms were (a) [ Xinge - 


united by a Covenant, in oppoſition to ſuch Commiſſions given by — 0 2 


the King to Malignants. And that one Phraſe may give us a taſte proof of the 


what may be expected from the reſt of his Declarations concerning Presbyterias 


his Profeſſions to Religion. For if the Refuſing any Commiſſions La. 


from theKing was in the worſt of Times, then ſurely the Taking 
a Covenant, the Union of the Kingdoms, caſting out Prelacy, 


bringing down Malignants, all againſt a perſonal Commiſſion is 


accounted by his Lordſhip to flow from the Iniquity of the Times. 
Moreover in his Declaration, hefarther-diſcovers his Thoughts of 
Reformation, when he profeſſes to endeavour the bringing of the 
King to hu Throne, whence He is debarred by wicked men, who (as 
he ſays) has overturn'd Church and State in other His Dominions, 
(by which we conceive, he underſtands both Scotland and England, 
fince no other but this is excepted) whereby his Lordſhips Judg- 
ment of the Government of Scotland would appear to be that it is, 


— 


well as to Sectaries. By whom we conceive among others, he muſt 
underſtand the Mipiſtrie, who were indeed earneſt to oppoſe Seda. 
ries and ( Maligzants equally, which in his judg- WET... dt 
ment is but a preferring our own Opinions and ,A®) [ grants] Here -note; 


2 | h | 
Ends to the Well of the Kingdom. What gur are 12% Par and Mes 


Aſſiſtance ſhall we expect from him in the future pur to 6gnifie one and the ſame 
for the Good of Religion, when he makes our thug. ; 
(c) former Faithfulneſs our Reproach. And ) LTermer Fairhfulneſs] I e. 


| awhereashe promiſes to endeavour to procure from Standing vp. againſt the King 


His Majeſty a Settling of our Religion, we con- and the Eftabliſhed Church. 


:celve him to mean Religion either in the large extent as it can 
take in Prelacy, and as he calls it thereafter, The Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, or elſe we believe that he has little ground to think that he 


will obtain that from His Majeſty. which He has refuſed to grant 


to His faithful Subjects of Scotland, to wit, An Eſtabliſhment of 
the Solemn League and _— nt; without which Religion can 


neuer 


+] 0" | ""j 
never be truly ſecured here, it being to ſmall purpoſe, though Hig 
Majeſty ſhould tollerate the Presbyterial Government in this Pra- 
vince for a time, and yet refuſe to ſettle it in the reſt of His 
Dominions. „„ 6 3 
It is moreover obſervable, that his Lordſhip never mentions 
Presbyterial Government in all his Declaration, nor doth he once 
name the Covenant, or promiſe any thing in relation to it, which 
is too groſs a Character of his Lordſhips Diſaffection to Refor- 
mation, and may ſeem clearly to be done that He may be an- 
ſwerable to His Majeſty for his Profeflions, that they are no 
larger than his Commiſſion allows Him to make them, which 
is not, either to defend Presbyterial Government or the Cove- 
nant, but to receive His Commands from the Marqueſs of Or- 
monde, who has been ſtill an Enemy to both, and who hath made 
-a Peace, with the Rebels Deſtructive to Religion; unto which 
Peace, the Lord of Airds contrary to his many Profeſſions and 
Subſcriptions, has now joyned himſelf : For his Commiſſion 
n iümports no leſs binding him (as we are informed) 
oa A Þ; Bare reef (4) to protect and be careful of His Majeſties 
lick Subjects, with whom the Catholick Subjects, His late Actions alſo declare 
Lord of OKMONDE by the ne- it, for He (6b) employed 1riſh Papiſts in His Ser- 


ceſlity of Aﬀairs had been forced vi : 
2 2 1 — — vice for the Subduing the Two Garriſons of Bel- 


ed tobe Deſtruttiveof Religion: faſt, and Craig fergus, as is clear, not only by His 


(bY Clmyboved Iriſb Papiff-] I avouching the chief Command over them, and 
the 5 mm 1 — . giving them Orders, but alſo.in His Declaration, 


ter could be able to bear them, all which, as it is but a Mockry 
of the Publick Declaration, ſo it is a notorious Breach of Cove... 
nant, for He is ſworn to oppoſe all Malignants, who are againſt the 
ſolemn League, or would divide the King from His People in 
their Defence of it, yet he joyns with Malignants, who (c) blaſ- 
5 | 3 pen 
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1; Jer, the Covenant] Is it no leſs than Blaſpheny to ſpeak gains : 
the Covenant ? : | 
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phemes the Covenant, In the Covenant he is (a) . | 
{ſworn to extirpate Popery and Prelacy, yet he puts ere ee A 
on a Commiſſion, which binds him to maintain Security can theBftabliſhed Church = 
I 5 pect from thoſe, who are ſworn 
= Proteſtant Religion in the large extent, and Pa- to extirpate Her Government. 
bpbiſts in the Exerciſe of their Religion. Yea, the Fo 3 
Marque ſs of ORMONDE, from whom he is to receive Commands, 
is an avouched maintainer of Prelacy, and retains ſtill the old Ex- 
= 2/;/ Liturgy (as we are informed) in his Publick Devotions. In 
W the Covenant He is ſworn to endeavour the bringing to Puniſh. 
ment thoſe, who divide the King from His Kingdoms, or one of 
them from another; yet he executes ſuch a Commiſſion, which 
= foments the Diſtance betwixt His Majeſty and the Kingdom of 
Lot land, and is a mighty Obſtruction unto His Majeſties Granting 9 
of their juſt Deſires. In the Covenant he is ſworn to defend to his 
uttermoſt power all thoſe who joyn in the Covenant, in the De- 
fence thereof, yet he under colour of Strengthning, betrayed Co- 
venanters to the hands of Enemies to the Covenant, by bringing 
the Gariſons under the power of a Command oppoſite to the Co- 
yenant, All theſe things make clear as the Beams of the Sun, the 
s Unlawfulneſs of his Authority by fuch a Commiſſion (any thing 
his L. brings in Defence of it in his Declaration notwithſtanding) 
for he pretends nothing there, but Neceſſity and his good Intenti- 
W ons, none of which can excuſe him from ſo unheard of Violation 
of his Vows and Subſcriptions, neither are the Miſeries ſo great, 
which his Commiſkon met with at his firſt making uſe of it, as 
| thoſe which his ſo ſinful an Engagement fhall bring on hereafter. 
For the Judgment he pretends to prevent by joyning with Malig- 
nants againſt SeFaries, will prove but Phyſick of no Value to this 
| poor Land, and will involve them in ſadder Judgments than any 
they could have apprehended from both the former. If they had 
continued conſtant Oppoſers, equally of both, and joyned with nei- 
ther. Shall he proſper that doth theſe things, or ſpall he break 
the Covenant and be delivered? The faithful man ſweareth to his 
hurt and changeth not. I 5 * | 
Ws b ) _— _ as the Embaſſadours of 1 (b) [Fo kg Conſe Hans * | 
Þnrift, we beſeech our People in his ſtead, not to 42958 * 
joyn hands with ſuch a courſe, or to meddle with N 1 . 
them, who are given to change: And particu- Lord of Ormende, who ated bg 


larly We charge all who has rerewed the Cove- His Commiſſion, Vid. pag, 18 
a dM nüt, . 


5 * 7 e 9 N 8 n „ rr 7 2 1 A2 * 1 0 9 4 * . * AF q 
: * VEE» l ; : - * : 7 1 4 7 * 
4 5 , * yl J 
. = 
* * * * 
— 


- 


* ” 4 . «Ig 4 >” > * 2 
p . ” 8 6 * » 8 8 w 
— Ao * vs 
* ? 2 4 2 * l 
NN 5 q * 
7 # a - 
8 0 : — J 
* " O : * 
* . J ” 
* — 
* 8 
% 
2 — 


[| 


. nant, and has entred into.a Declaration of the Army and Country, 
not to joyn in executing of ſuch a Commiſhon, by taking Charge 
In the Army under the preſent Command, or Serving them either 
as Officers or Soldiers, elſe We foretell them in the Name of the 


God of Truth, that the Quarrel of the Covenant ſhall purſue them, 


and they ſhall wring out the dregs of the cup, which Malignant: 


have been drinking theſe many Years bypaſt, Yea, their Judg- 
ment ſhall be enlarged far above the former, becauſe both they 


have ſeen the others Plagues, and have of late renewed the Cove- 


nant which Maliznants oppoſe. 


We do alſo in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, warn the People of our 
Charge to keep themſelves free from all Complyance with their un- 


godly Courſe, either by ſpeaking favourably of them, acknowledg- 
ing the Authority of the preſent Command under the Margneſs of 
ORMONDE., and the Lord of Airds, by impoſing of Ceſs upon o- 


thers for maintaining their unlawtul Power, or by conſtant obeying 
their Orders, in paying Ceſs unto their Army, which is nothing 


elſe but a Submiſſion unto their Authority, a Strengthning of their 


Hands, and an Upholding of them, who maintain a Quarrel de- 


ſtructive to the Covenant, all which is finful Complyance, and 


a Breach of Covenant, as well as to fight in their Quarrel ; for it 
is a Promoving of theirCourſe, tho” not by Arms, yet by ſupply- 


ing that which is the Sinews of War, Money and Victuals. Nei- 


ther can any Neceſſity be an Excuſe to it, for we ought to chooſe 
Affliction rather than Sin; to help the Ungodly z and to ſtreng. 
then the Hands of the Wicked, is an Evil worſe than any Suffer= 

The Lord, who ſuffered this Land to make Defection, when 


they were called to Action againſt this Party, is now calling them 


for a time to Suffering rather than Complyance, ſo to try more nar- 
rowly the Fidelity of His People, and their Love to His Truth more 
than their Goods or Lives, otherwiſe the ſudden Deſtruction which 
ſhall come on the Malignants here, ſhall likewiſe overtake the Land, 


and make their Sufferings then far greater with an evil-Conſcience, 


than they ſhall now endure for Well-doing, and the God of Truth 


hall Fulfill His Promiſe to His People, that thoſe who endure 
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There . in this Land, Who formerly ſultered for, ohte- 
- ouſneſs ſake, who need this Day to repent it, and for whom the 
Lord provided not abundantly in their greateſt Want. And theres! 
fore We do again egbort them to ſtand faſt to the Covenant, that 
neither perſwaſion nor Terrour may with-draw them front the 

Truth which is now oppoſed ; but that they lament for former Sins, 

which bring.on theſe Calamities, turn in to the Lord, and embrace 
the Goſpel, and to rejoyce in the Croſs of hriſt, and when the 
| Times of Refreſhing. ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord, 

their Sins ſhall be blotted out, and the Lord ſhall return their Cap- 

tivity like the Streams of the South. 
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